
 
Teenage Dystopian Literature: 
 
The Hunger Games. Suzanne Collins 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent her district in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. But 

Katniss has been clse to death before-and survival, for her, is second nature. The Hunger Games is a searing novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to our present. 

 
Uglies. Scott Westerfield. 
Tally can't wait to turn sixteen and become Pretty. Sixteen is the magic number that brings a transformation from a repellent Ugly into a stunningly attractive Pretty, and 
catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great time. In just a few weeks, Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend, Shay, isn't sure she 
wants to be Pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside 
 

Maze Runner. James Dashner 
When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to the Glade - a walled 
encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there - or what's happened to the world 
outside. All they know is that every morning when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even the Grievers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, 
to try and find out. 
 

Divergant. Veronica Roth 

She turns to the future in a world that’s falling apart.  For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when she is forced to make a terrible choice. Turning her 
back on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, determined to find out where she truly belongs.Shocked by the brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is 
drawn to a boy who seems to both threaten and protect her. The hardest choices may yet lie ahead… 

Matched. Ally Condle 

On her seventeenth birthday, Cassia meets her Match. Society dictates he is her perfect partner for life. Except he's not. In Cassia's society, Officials decide who people 
love .How many children they have. Where they work. When they die. 

Six Days. Phillip Webb 

In a ruined future, an extraordinary artefact from the past lies buried. Everyone wants it. But why? What is it? And how can it save them all? For scavs Cass 

and Wilbur, slaving to dig it up, there are no answers. But when two strangers from another time turn up claiming to know about the lost relic, their world 

will change for ever. Six Days. If you thought you knew how the world began ... think again. 

0.4. Mike Lancaster 

It's a brave new world. 'My name is Kyle Straker. And I don't exist anymore.' So begins the story of Kyle Straker, recorded on to old audio tapes. You might think these tapes are 
a hoax. But perhaps they contain the history of a past world...If what the tapes say are true, it means that everything we think we know is a lie. And if everything we know is a 
lie does that mean that we are, too? 

Unwind. Neal Shusterman. 

Connor's parents want to be rid of him because he's a troublemaker. Risa has no parents and is being unwound to cut orphanage costs. Lev's unwinding has been planned since 
his birth as part of his family's strict religion. Brought together by chance, and kept together through desperation, these three unlikely companions make a harrowing cross-
country journey, knowing all the while that their lives are hanging in the balance. If they can survive until their eighteenth birthdays, they can't be harmed. 

The Glimpse.Claire Merle. 

Throughout England people are now divided into Pures and Crazies according to the results of a DNA test, with the Pures living in small Communities cut off from the madness 
of society, and the Crazies living outside the walls in the squalor and mayhem of the City. Until the age of fifteen, Ana has lived a privileged existence amongst the Pures, but 
her whole world crumbles when she finds out that there was a mistake with her Pure test. She is actually one of the Crazies, and one day in the near or distant future she will 
become sick.  

The Declaration. Gemma Malley 

Anna Covey is a 'Surplus'. She should not have been born. In a society in which ageing is no longer feared, and death is no longer an inevitability, children 
are an abomination. Like all Surpluses, Anna is living in a Surplus Hall and learning how to make amends for the selfish act her parents committed in having 

her. She is quietly accepting of her fate until, one day, a new inmate arrives. Anna's life is thrown into chaos. 

 

Exodus. Julia Bertagna 

A startling, thrilling novel set in a dystopian future ravaged by global warming. 

Modern Classics: 



As part of our commitment to stretch the most able these modern classics are included, we would advise that these 
texts are aimed at adults and it may be worth reading them through to decide whether you feel they are suitable 
for your child. 

1984. George Orwell. 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he 
inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the 

watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but 

soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 

Animal Farm, George Orwell. 

Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and drunken that one day he forgets to feed his livestock. The ensuing rebellion under the leadership of the pigs Napoleon 

and Wellington leads to the animals taking over the farm. Vowing to eliminate the terrible inequities of the farmyard, the renamed Animal Farm is organized 

to benefit all who walk on four legs. But as time passes, the ideals of the rebellion are corrupted, then forgotten. And something new and unexpected 

emerges … 

Oryx and Crake. Margerate Attwood. 

Pigs might not fly but they are strangely altered. So, for that matter, are wolves and racoons. A man, once named Jimmy, lives in a tree, wrapped in old 
bedsheets, now calls himself Snowman. The voice of Oryx, the woman he loved, teasingly haunts him. And the green-eyed Children of Crake are, for some 

reason, his responsibility. 

Brave New World. Aldus Huxley. 

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society. Through clever use of genetic engineering, brainwashing all its members are happy 

consumers. Bernard Marx seems alone harbouring an ill-defined longing to break free. A visit to one of the few remaining Savage Reservations where the 
old, imperfect life still continues, may be the cure for his distress... 

 

 

Fahrenheit 451. Ray Bradbury. 
Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there 

is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by 

helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books. 

 
 

Dystopia in Film: 

 
Inception; I –Robot; The day after Tomorrow; War of the Worlds; Children of 

Men; The Matrix. 
 
 


