
Horror reading list 

The Woman in Black by Susan Hill 

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral Mrs Alice Drablow, 

the house's sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, unaware of the tragic secrets which 

lie hidden behind the shuttered windows. The house stands at the end of a causeway, 

wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a wasted young woman, 

dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease begins to take 

hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black - 

and her terrible purpose. 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire family, who would have 

thought it would find safety and security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the 

resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about 

life from the dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer still looking 

for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of the family.  

Stitch Head by Guy Bass 

In the maze-like dungeons of Castle Grotteskew, the frightfully insane Professor 

Erasmus conducts his bizarre experiments on living things. His very first creation has 

been long forgotten - a small, almost-human creature, known only as Stitch Head. Poor 

Stitch Head has spent years vying for attention amongst a menagerie of freakish 

monsters. When a travelling circus ringmaster, Fulbert Freakfinder, promises to make 

him a star, Stitch Head wonders whether there is another life for him. But first he 

has to catch the professor's latest creation - a monstrous three-armed creature 

that's just smashed its way to freedom . . . 

The Devil’s Promise by Veronica Bennett 

After the death of her father, Catriona goes to stay with long-lost relations in 

Drumwithie Castle. Handsome and witty 21-year-old Jamie calls Catriona Cat, for the 

faerie cat associated with the Other World who roams the Scottish hills. He believes 

that Cat was meant to come here so that all the castle's secrets would be revealed: 

the truth about his mother's incarceration and his father's and grandmother's 

reluctance to talk about the past - but most of all, what it is the ghost girl who visits 

the tower wants to tell them. 

Girl of Nightmares by Kendare Blake 

Cas Lowood is no ordinary ghost hunter - he's in love with a dead girl. Her name is 

Anna Korlov. Anna Dressed in Blood. The girl who sacrificed herself to save his life. 



Racked with guilt, Cas sets out to do what he does best - hunt a ghost. But this time 

his aim is not to kill. He must rescue Anna from the depths of Hell. But Hell is also 

home to a creature Cas has battled before... Just your average boy meets girl, girls 

gets sucked into hell story. 

Twisted Winter by Catherine Butler 

This sinister collection of short stories encapsulates everything human beings fear 

about the dark half of the year. A Halloween costume party attracts uninvited guests; 

the long evenings bring out creatures from the deepest darkness; a perfect snowfall 

brings pure terror. Spine tingling, eye opening and genuinely horrifying - prepare to be 

scared! 

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 

Sixteen-year-old Clary Fray is an ordinary teenager, who likes hanging out in Brooklyn 

with her friends. But everything changes the night she witnesses a murder, committed 

by a group of teens armed with medieval weaponry. The murderous group are 

Shadowhunters, secret warriors dedicated to driving demons out of this dimension and 

back into their own. Drawn inexorably into a terrifying world, Clary slowly begins to 

learn the truth about her family - and the battle for the fate of the world. 

Spook’s Apprentice by Joseph Delaney 

'Someone has to stand against the dark. And you're the only one who can.' For years, 

the local Spook has been keeping the County safe from evil. Now his time is coming to 

an end, but who will take over? Many apprentices have tried. Some floundered, some 

fled, some failed to stay alive. Just one boy is left. Thomas Ward. He is the last hope. 

But does he stand a chance against Mother Malkin, the most dangerous witch in the 

County? 

Horowitz Horror by Anthony Horowitz 

Welcome to a strange and twisted world where the spooky, the shocking, and the 

positively petrifying are lurking just out of sight. A bus ride home ... turns into your 

worst nightmare. A quaint country cottage ... has a grisly secret. A man returns from 

holiday ... with bubbling skin and bloodshot eyes. Horowitz Horror. It's all around you. 

Alive. Waiting. Enter if you dare. 

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-cracking detective, powerful magician, 

master of dirty tricks and burglary (in the name of the greater good, of course). Oh 



yeah. And dead. Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. She's… well, she's a twelve-

year-old girl. With a pair like this on the case, evil had better watch out… 

Mister Creecher by Chris Priestley  

Billy is a street urchin, pickpocket and petty thief. Mister Creecher is a monstrous 

giant of a man who terrifies all he meets. Their relationship begins as pure 

convenience. But a bond swiftly develops between these two misfits as their bloody 

journey takes them ever northwards on the trail of their target . . . Victor 

Frankenstein. 

Devil’s Footsteps by E.E. Richardson 

It was just a bit of fun, a local legend. The Devil's Footsteps: thirteen stepping 

stones, and whichever one you stopped on in the rhyme could predict how you would 

die. A harmless game for kids - and nobody ever died from a game. But it's not a game 

to Bryan. He's seen the Dark Man, because the Dark Man took his brother five years 

ago. He's tried to tell himself that it was his imagination, that the Devil's Footsteps 

are just stones and the Dark Man didn't take Adam. But Adam's still gone.  

Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan 

The chilling Saga of Darren Shan, the ordinary schoolboy plunged into the vampire 

world. 

Darren goes to a banned freak show with his best mate Steve. It’s the wonderfully 

gothic Cirque Du Freak where weird, frightening half human/half animals appear who 

interact terrifyingly with the audience. Darren – a spider freak – ‘falls in love’ with 

Madam Octa – an enormous tarantala owned by Mr Crepsley. Darren determines to 

steal the spider so that he can train it to perform amazing deeds. But his daring theft 

goes horribly wrong and Darren finds himself having to make a bargain with a creature 

of the night. 

Classics 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

 


