Parent

Welcome to our latest Parent Bulletin!

19+ January 2024

In this edition you can learn about what Team Science have been up to, find out information about an
important national survey, and discover exciting job opportunities here at Trafalgar. There are also some
reminders of upcoming open events at local colleges for our Year 11s still unsure of their next steps, along
with some helpful tips on helping your child manage the world of social media and protect their mental
health.

Year 10 students are busy finding themselves placements for work experience which takes place in May. Support
will be on offer over the upcoming half term to help students secure placements. Please be encouraging them
to contact potential employers and if you need any additional advice or support, please send them to see
Miss Passmore in the library at the earliest opportunity or email WEX@trafalgarschool.org.uk.

Stay safe and take care,

Team Trafalgar

Community Circles

This week in Monday's check-in, the question was “What do you normally eat for lunch?”. )

This is in keeping with our January theme of ‘Healthy body, healthy mind'. Interestingly, some
staff and students were using January as a month to reset their eating habits, which was
reflected in their lunch choices. What it really highlighted was how much we all tend to form habits around
what we eat! A lot of students eat either the same or similar foods everyday, others would eat different things
depending on what the canteen has on offer. Reflecting on what we eat can allow us to make more mindful
and considered choices.

Open up the discussion and get curious with your friends and family. #joinin #healthybodyhealthymind

College Open Events Coming Up

For our Year 11 students, here are some upcoming dates of open events at local colleges this term:

« Fareham College - Wednesday 28th February, 4-7pm « Eastleigh College - Monday 4th March, 4:30-7pm
- City of Portsmouth College - Wednesday 28th February, ¢ HSDC Havant - Wednesday 6th March
4:30-7:30pm « City College - Thursday 21st March, 5-7pm

« HSDC South Downs - Thursday 29th February

Key Dates 2024
Thursday 8t February - PD Day 3

Monday 12t - Friday 16 February - Half Term

Tuesday 22" February - Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 14* March - Year 9 Options Evening

Friday 15* March - RAP Meetings - all years (students not in school)
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Science Department Update

Year 7
“An expert is a person who has made all the mistakes that can be made in a very narrow field.” — Niels Bohr

As we continue our science education journey, we say well done to our Year 7 students who are learning
about forces, energy and sound! This has involved learning about mass and weight and the role gravity has in
this. They are also investigating pressure.

=

Year 8
“If you want to have good ideas, you must have
many ideas.” — Linus Pauling

As we continue to progress science, we say
well done to Year 8 who have now completed
their chemistry landmark assessments. Having
done this, our Year 8 students continue their
physics education, learning all about electricity,
energy transfers and light! Here, Year 8 have
enjoyed making circuits, crushing cans using
only air pressure and will later be bending and
separating light!

Year 9
“Science and everyday life cannot and should
not be separated.” — Rosalind Franklin

Having completed the fundamental topics for each
science, our Year 9 students have moved into their
key stage 4 topics, learning about cell organelles and
cell division (mitosis) in animals, plants and bacteria.
Upon completing these, our Year 9 students will learn
and develop their understanding of fundamental
chemistry separation techniques.

e

Year 10

'‘Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be
understood. Now is the time to understand more, so
that we may fear less.'— Marie Curie.

Our Year 10 students have been learning about disease,
evolution, acids, metal reactions and radioactivity.
With the large volume
of topics and materials
taught, Year 10 need to be thinking about their upcoming landmark Science
assessments! The assessment period starts Monday 5" February (the week
before half term) until the 23 of February. Revision resources, practice exam
questions and lesson slides are provided in each Google Classroom to ensure
that we continue to support our Year 10s and make sure they are ready to excel
in their Science GCSEs next year.

Year 11
“Study the science of art. Study the art of science. Develop your senses- especially
learn how to see. Realize that everything connects to everything else.” — Leonardo
da Vinci
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Well done to our Year 11 students who have been continuing their science education learning about circuits,
power, energy and magnets! In addition to their classwork, our Year 11s have been attending science
interventions with an eye clearly towards their upcoming GCSEs this summer. The science department has
been helping our students ensure that they have a deep understanding of the fundamental biology, chemistry
and physics topics, and can apply this knowledge and excel in their GCSEs.

Home Learning: Home Learning is set weekly via an online platform called SENECA on Classcharts. This
platform is tailored to each class and reinforces the key concepts being taught in each lesson. SENECA can
be accessed by any device and students should ensure that they are able to access it with their username and
password, both of which can be provided by their science teacher. For any student who may struggle with
their science home learning, there is a weekly Wednesday science support club they can attend in Science 1.

Alongside this platform, revision materials and mock exam questions are set frequently for Year 10, uploaded
on Classcharts and mirrored in their Google Classrooms. Every Week 1 Monday, science interventions are
scheduled where bespoke support is provided to Year 11 students as we prepare them for their upcoming
GCSEs.

‘The Big Ambition” National Survey
Message from the Children’s Commissioner for England:

“I just wanted to offer my final thanks for your support with my national campaign ‘The Big Ambition’ which
will be closing on Friday 19* January.

| have been overwhelmed by the response the survey has received. Over 300,000 children, young people,
parents and carers have participated, making it one of the largest surveys of its kind!

This is the final push to hear from even more children before the survey closes, it is so important that every
child in England has an opportunity to tell policy makers what they want and need ahead of the General
Election.

By sharing my survey with your pupils and parents or carers, you can make sure that the children and young
people of Portsmouth are fairly represented in the results.”

Children and parents or carers can complete the survey here: www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
thebigambition

Job opportunities at Trafalgar School
We are currently recruiting for the following roles to join our fantastic team here at Trafalgar:

« Subject Lead: Geography

+ Teacher of Art and Design Technology

« Pastoral Support Worker (Temporary contract)

+ SEMH Lead

« Learning Support Assistant

« Deputy Senior Art and Design Technology Technician
« Exam Invigilators

« Trust IT Operations Manager

« Trust Chief Finance Officer

If you think you, or someone you know, would be great for any of these roles, then visit our website to find
out more and apply!
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